BLACK-TAILED GODWIT
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It is a large wading bird with a very long bill and long black legs. In flight it shows a white wing-stripe and a black and white tail. It eats insects, worms and snails. We see many Black-Tailed Godwits in the school field in the winter.

Meg  and Molly 2nd Class
A ROBIN
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The Robin is Ireland’s favourite bird. The male and female Robins have red breasts. The young Robin has a brown and gold spotted breast.

The Robin eats worms, seeds, fruit and insects.

We see the Robin in our gardens, and around our school.

Mollie and Christopher 2nd Class
OYSTERCATCHER
      [image: image3.jpg]



The Oystercatcher is a large, stocky, black and white wading bird. It has a long orange-red bill and reddish-pink leg. It eats mussels and cockles on the coast, and mainly worms inland. The Oystercatcher is one of our noisiest seashore birds. We see them in our school field in the winter time. Oystercatchers are sometimes called “St. Brigid’s Birds”

Zara  2nd Class
THE BLACKBIRD
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The male blackbird is black, but the female blackbird is brown. Blackbirds like to eat insects, worms and berries. Jason saw a blackbird in his back garden. Ms Mc Kinley saw one in the school field. The blackbird has a most exquisite song.          
Ciara and Jason 2nd Class
The Mistle Thrush
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This is a pale, black-spotted thrush. It is large, aggressive and powerful. It stands boldly upright and bounds across the ground. Whilst in flight, it has long wings and its tail has a whitish edge. It is most likely to be noticed perched high at the top of a tree, singing its fluty song, or giving its rattling call in flight. It eats worms, seeds and berries. We saw Mistle Thrushes in our school field.
Zara  2nd Class

The Woodpigeon
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The Woodpigeon is the largest and most common pigeon. It is largely grey with a white neck patch and white wing patches. They eat crops like cabbages, sprouts, peas and grain. They also love buds, shoots, seeds, nuts and berries.

You can see them all through the year. They can also be found in towns, cities, parks and gardens. We saw Woodpigeons in the school field during this Winter and Spring.

Meg  and Molly 2nd Class

The Little Egret
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The Little Egret is a small white heron with attractive white plumes on crest, back and chest. He has black legs, a black bill and yellow feet. They make their nests out of sticks. The Little Egret lays 3 or 4 eggs every year. Little Egrets eat small fish, frogs and snails. We saw two Little Egrets in our school field before Christmas.

Mollie and Christopher 2nd Class

The Magpie
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The Magpie is black and white and has a long tail. Magpies seem to be jacks of all trades –scavengers, predators and pest – destroyers. Their challenging, almost arrogant attitude has won few friends. The Magpie eats anything it sees. We see a lot of Magpies around the school field. If you see one Magpie its bad luck, but if you see two Magpies its good luck. You can see Magpies all year round.

Ciara and Jason 2nd Class.
